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If was grey skies and sunny smiles for the Parada 
di Blaas 



Carnival season 57 is heating 
up as one of the first major 
parades took place in San 
Nicolas yesterday afternoon. 

The Balloon Parade is tra¬ 
ditionally for the very young 
and young at heart, as entire 
families, from the littlest 
youngster to enthusiastic par¬ 
ents, wend their way through 


the streets of San Nicolas, 
creatively adorned with-you 
guessed it-balloons! 

They came on bikes, trikes 
and every form of childish 
transport, festooned with fan¬ 
tastical, multicolored cre¬ 
ations of balloons for a 
colorful and spirited event, 
despite the on and off show¬ 


ers. The downpours did not 
dampen the spirits of these 
hardcore carnival fanatics or 
those that lined the streets to 
watch them pass, as the 
music of Aruba’s favorite car¬ 
nival bands filled the air. 

By Rosalie Klein 

(see more photos on Pg 9) 


Pick your winner for the Superbowl 
and help Aruba’s handicapped 



Friends of the Handicapped and their superbowl lottery boards. (See story inside on Pg. 5) 
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Bring this ad to receive a free orange juice 

Le Petit Cafe 


^o/riO/TCj/Tc^ £/t& Stone, at 


Located at: 
Playa Linda 
Beach Resort 
Tel. 586 4046 

Breakfast Monday thru Saturday 8 - il AM 


Le Petit Cafe 


£tone Cfriti tetifaoranf 4 Ear Even* Day /rot** 5-? ptu 


$ 9.95 


2 Eggs (fried* scrambled or poached) 
with bacon , and link sausage, 
potatoes 9 toast and coffee or tea . 


Dinner Salad 

OP 

Soup of the day 


Lemon Chicken Breast 

or 

Petit File! Mignon 

or 

Filet of Grouper 


Ice Cream 

Chocolate 

or 

Vanilla 


nest valid toith athat phowesdonaj offers oh coupons 


All served with French Fries or Baked Potato on our famous HOT Stone 

* Plus 15% service charge. Not valid with other promotional offers or coupons. 


TUESDAY AND FRIDAY: LIVE MUSIC 


Evacuations begin amid Egypt travel warnings 


PARIS,France 
(AFP) - 

Countries across the globe 
warned against visiting Egypt 
and some began evacuating 
their citizens as bloody anti- 
government protests raged into 
a sixth day. 

The United States and Iraq 
said they were starting to or¬ 
ganise evacuations of their na¬ 
tionals, while Turkey, India, 
Greece and Saudi Arabia either 
planned to or had already sent 
planes to begin taking out their 
citizens. 

Britain, France, China, Aus¬ 
tralia and Nordic countries 
warned their citizens not to 
travel to the country but had no 
plans yet for full-scale evacu¬ 
ations. 

In a State Department advi¬ 
sory, Washington said it "rec¬ 
ommends that US citizens 
avoid travel to Egypt due to 
ongoing political and social 
unrest." 

The US embassy in Cairo 
said it was informing "US citi¬ 
zens in Egypt who wish to de¬ 
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part that the department of 
state is making arrangements 
to provide transportation to 
safehaven locations in Eu¬ 
rope." 

Iraq said it would lay on 
special flights to evacuate its 
citizens from Egypt and 
Turkey said it sent five planes 
to evacuate its approximately 
750 citizens registered in the 
country. 

Saudi Arabia said it organ¬ 
ised 33 flights between Satur¬ 
day and Monday to take its 
nationals home. 

India sent a passenger plane 
to Cairo to evacuate Indian cit¬ 
izens, as did the small ex-So¬ 
viet republic of Azerbaijan, 
which said one of its embassy 
staff had been killed from a 
gunshot wound in the unrest. 

Britain was advising its na¬ 
tionals to leave flashpoint 
Egyptian cities, but tour oper¬ 
ators stressed there was no 
need to pull tourists out of pop¬ 
ular Red Sea resorts. 

The British Foreign Office 
advised against all but essen¬ 


tial travel to Cairo, Alexandria, 
Suez and Luxor. 

The Foreign Office said 
some 30,000 Britons were in 
the country. 

France has also warned 
against unnecessary travel to 
Egypt, but foreign ministry 
spokesman Bernard Valero 
said Paris was not yet consid¬ 
ering evacuating its roughly 
10,000 citizens in the country. 

In Australia, the Foreign 
Office upgraded its travel 
warning from "reconsider your 
need to travel" to "do not 
travel", counselling Aus¬ 
tralians against journeying to 
Egypt and advising those cur¬ 
rently there to get out if possi¬ 
ble. 

China’s embassy in Cairo 
said on its website that the for¬ 
eign ministry in Beijing had is¬ 
sued a "red" warning , 
"requiring all Chinese citizens 
not to travel to Egypt". 

It urged Chinese nationals 
in Egypt to be careful of their 
safety and not to go outside un¬ 
less necessary, adding that 300 



HORDORF, Germany (AFP) - German accident investi¬ 
gators began probing the cause of a head-on crash be¬ 
tween a regional passenger train and a freight train that 
killed 10 people and injured 40. Interior Minister Holger 
Hovelmann warned against jumping to conclusions after 
the head of the regional government blamed human error 
as the likely cause of the crash. Wolfgang Boehmer told 
journalists that the disaster late night was probably 
caused by one of the trains ignoring a red stop light on 
the section of single track where the crash occurred at 
high speed. 



Chinese nationals had been 
stranded due to cancelled 
flights. 

Russia said it had no plans 
to immediately evacuate its 
about 40,000 citizens in Egypt. 

"There is no reason to evac¬ 
uate Russian tourists from 
Egypt for the moment," a 
spokesman for the country's 
tourism agency, Oleg Mo- 
seyev, told the Ria Novosti 


news agency. 

"People are continuing to 
leave for the country's seaside 
resorts, while signing a note 
saying they are aware of the 
situation," he said. 

A Belgian tour operator, Je- 
tair, announced it was evacuat¬ 
ing all its clients from Egypt 
but the country's government 
said it would not organise a 
full-scale evacuation. 


Deadly blast at Venezuela arms 
depot 


CARACAS,Venezuela (AFP) 
-At least one person was killed 
and three others injured in 
northern Venezuela when a se¬ 
ries of powerful explosions 
shook an arms depot, officials 
said. 

The arsenal is located in the 
city of Maracay, in Aragua 
state. All residents living within 
five kilometers (3.1 miles) of 
the munitions dump, about 
10,000 people, were evacuated, 
state governor Rafael Isea said. 

Because the first large blast 
triggered a chain of explosions, 
it was several hours before 
emergency equipment and per¬ 
sonnel could reach the site and 
bring the situation under con¬ 
trol. 

"Now comes the investiga¬ 
tion stage. We cannot conclude 
anything yet, but all scenarios 
and theories will be evaluated," 


Venezuelan Vice President 
Elias Jaua told state television 
VTV. 

Isea verified the fatality. 

"Sadly, a woman was ex¬ 
posed to the blast and died," he 
said. 

The governor initially said 
some 40 people were injured 
by shrapnel or bullets, officials 
later said only three people had 
been admitted to nearby hospi¬ 
tals. 

The explosion at state mili¬ 
tary arms firm CAVIM oc¬ 
curred at about 4:45 am (0915 
GMT), and the resulting blaze 
was visible for several miles. 
Residents were not allowed to 
return to their homes until the 
authorities had completed a 
search for grenades and other 
arms and explosives that may 
have been propelled into the 
surrounding neighborhoods. 
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Your Best Address for 

Men's and Ladies Fashion Wear 
Tablecloths, Jantzen Bathingsuits 
Delft Blue, Souvenirs 
and much more 

Caya Betico Croes 22, Aruba 

Tel: 5824726 

E-mail: ecco@setarnet.aw 



Complete Maksu p 

The Joy of applying 
your own Makeup 

to Enhance your own Beauty! 

DATE: February 3,10,17,24 
Time: 6 pm-8 pm 

Space is Limited 

For reservation and more information: please call Maruta at 5925518. 

Workshop at Maruta's Makeup Institute. 


School Promoting Health Gets Kids and Minister to Move 



Announcement 


Everyone that have yet to pick-up 
their driver's license (there is still 
about 700 licenses from 2009 to be 
picked-up) is requested to please do 
so at the earliest convenience at the 
office (driver’s license-bureau) in 
the old police-station in Sta.Cruz, 
or call for more information at 
5854710. 




Last Saturday morning’s hap¬ 
pening at Mont Plasir School 
was one of physical movement 
where kids, brought by their 
parents, gathered for their 
“sponsorloop” (sponsored 
walk) to raise funds to repair 
their school facilities. Mon 
Plasir intends to become the 
first school to apply the 
“Schools Promoting Health” 
policy of the government. 

School principal, Debbie 
Gietel, concurs with the gov¬ 
ernment’s health plan for our 
schools. Gietel and her school 
administration met earlier with 
Minister Visser at which time 
he presented them with his con¬ 
cept for healthy schools. The 
government intends to put this 
concept into law, requiring 
schools to apply health norms 
in education during school 
hours. 

In the National Health Plan 
for 2009 - 2018 mention is 
made of the “Schools Promot¬ 
ing Health” policy. This is a 
policy already in place in many 
PAHO (Pan American Health 
Organization) member coun¬ 
tries with great success. The 
government’s new policy is to 
create a totally new atmosphere 
in our schools, one that pro¬ 
motes healthy eating, more 
gymnastics, and health foods in 
and around our schools. The 
policy also entails that there 
will be specific classes to edu¬ 
cate our kids about healthy eat¬ 
ing and on how to live a healthy 
life in general. 

The purpose of their “spon¬ 
sored walk” was to raise finds 

The World Health 
Organization 
(WHO) 

ranks Aruba’s drinking 
water as meeting the 
highest safety standards 
Please drink the water 



to repair their gymnastics hall 
so they can again use their gym 
hall to do more gym at school. 
The sponsored event was filled 
with excitement as parents 
cheered their kids in the various 
competitions. Even sponsors 
participated along with the min¬ 
ister of Public Health, Richard 
Visser, who joined one of the 
races and competed with kids 
of the second grade class. The 
event, prepared a month ago, 


was not only for getting funds 
from sponsors but also served 
as a time for bodily exercise. 

At Mon Plasir School atten¬ 
tion is placed on what kids 
bring to school to eat. They are 
constantly alerting the kids on 
eating healthy. The school re¬ 
fuses to sell soft drinks (pop, 
cola’s, etc) or any other non- 
healthy foods or snacks. They 
are a health conscious school. 



TAj 

T„\stc of ImMa 

^Authentic Indian Restaurant 
on the Island 


Open Mon - Sat 
Lunch : 12:00 - 3:00pm 
Dinner: 6:00 - 10:00 pm 


Havenstraat 36, 
Behind Royal Plaza Mall, 
Oranjestad, Tel: 5884494 
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Cas Animal cont’d 


robin_hood_dogs 


Kiki Arndt, the tireless 
founder and single volunteer of 
Cas Animal, is collaborating 
with Aruba’s official carnival 
administrators, Stichting 
Arubaanse Carnaval, or SAC, 
to organize a “Doggy Carnival 
Parade” to raise funds so she 
can continue her mission of 
saving Aruba’s stray and 
abused dogs and cats. 

All are invited to participate 
in the mass doggy walk late 
Tuesday afternoon, March 1, 
beginning at 5:00 PM. Partici¬ 
pants can register at the point 
of origin, the parking lot of the 
former Rio Grande restaurant, 
on the comer of the Sasaki 
Highway and the access road to 
The Mill Resort. Registration 
begins at 3:30 PM and cost 25 
Arubian florins, ($14.00) 
which includes eligibility to 
win some very nice prizes for 
owners and their canines, in the 
Best Costume and Queen, 
Prince and Pancho contests. 


A 

The 

parade will proceed down the 
Irausquin Boulevard, past all 
the Palm Beach Resorts, and 
finish in the courtyard of the 
Palm Beach Plaza Mall, where 
the winners of the various con¬ 
tests will be announced. The 
panel of judges includes Presi¬ 
dent of SAC, Tecla Kelly-Her- 
nandez, one of the vets from 
Contreras Veterinary Clinic, 
and a local celebrity. Certain 
criteria will earn entrants extra 
points in the final decision: 

1) Being old, somewhat 
disabled (missing a limb) or 
blind will not detract from the 
possibility of winning. Dogs 
must be otherwise healthy and 
obviously well cared for. 

2) Having a neutered pet 
will earn additional points. 

3) Costumes will be 
judged on standards used for 
carnival children’s parades. El¬ 
ements of originality, quality of 
execution and creativity will 
add or detract points; a com¬ 
plete ensemble of coordinated 
headwear, footwear and body 
outfit will be taken into consid¬ 
eration. 

4) Masters and dogs who 
wear coordinated costumes 
will earn extra points. 

5) In no way can the cos¬ 
tume cause the dog any dis¬ 
tress. Make up is allowed as 
long as it does not do the dogs 
harm or cause discomfort. No 
jewels can be glued to their 
bodies, the use of mascara is 


Bee-yootifully dressed dog! 

discouraged, and their coats 
should not be painted. 

6) There will be extra 
points for roadpieces. 

7) Final judging will also 
take into consideration the 
themes of the costumes; own¬ 
ers are encouraged to tell a 
story. The more elaborate the 
costume, the better the chance 
of winning. 

8) There are extra points 
to be earned for entering more 
than one dog; two males and a 
female can be entered as a team 
to win all titles of Queen, 
Prince & Pancho. 

9) Friends wishing to 
group their dogs together as a 
“carnival group” are encour¬ 
aged, and will win extra points. 

10) Extra points will be 
awarded for dogs that can per¬ 
form tricks. 

11) A grand prize, plus 
first and second runner-up 
prizes will be awarded. 

Dressing your dog in a car¬ 
nival costume is not required to 
join the canine march through 
Palm Beach; the event is to 
raise awareness about the hu¬ 
mane treatment of animals on 
Aruba and to assist Kiki in car¬ 
ing for the more than 80 dogs 
and puppies she has rescued 
and keeps in her home, with an 
additional 38 cats at the house 
of a friend. There will be a re¬ 
freshment station for dogs and 
masters along the route, which 
is exactly 2 km, and at the fin¬ 
ish. 


TheCarnival Doggie 
Parade promises to be a 
wildly fun event, enjoy¬ 
able for participants and 
onlookers. Souvenir tee 
shirts will be sold, and Pet 
Palace will maintain a 
booth of exclusive prod¬ 
ucts for pampered pets. 

Since coming to live 
on Aruba 14 years ago, 
Kiki has been retrieving 
dogs and cats off the 
streets and nursing them 
back to health while reha¬ 
bilitating them psycho¬ 
logically from 

mistreatment. For informa¬ 
tion or to participate in the 
March 1 event, call 565-2130 
or 742-8732. She hopes kind 
individuals will consider 


adopting one of her charges, 
and it is not unusual for vaca¬ 
tioners to return to their home¬ 
lands with one of Aruba’s very 
appealing “cunucu dogs.” 
Transporting them to the U.S. 
or Europe is simple and she 
will walk you through the 
process. Donations are also ap¬ 
preciated as it costs an astro¬ 
nomical amount of money to 
feed all the animals and Kiki 
maintains a free Animal Ambu¬ 
lance to transport sick or in¬ 
jured dogs to the vet’s office 
when their owners are unable 
to do so as well as rescuing 
dogs off the streets. Contribu¬ 
tions can be made through 
CMB Bank account # 
25762110 under the name of 
Cas Animal. 


EGG DISHES 
*2 eggs sunny side up 

with ham & cheese 

*Scrambled 

with ham, cheese, onions, 
green pepper, tomato, mushroom 

*Plain omelettes 

with ham, cheese, onion, green pepper, 
tomato, mushroom 

All egg dishes are served with a choice of: 

white or whole wheat baguette or sliced 
toasted bread. 

*PASTECHI HORNA 
*CREPES 
*SWEET CREPES 
*BAGEL with cream cheese, 
smoked salmon, boiled egg 


LOCAL BREAKFAST 
*Pan grandi ( di rama ) 
or baguette 

*KERRIE-KERRIE (FISH) 
*CONCH 
*FISH EGG 
*SHRIMPS 
*FISH FILLET 
*FISH CAKE 
*CHICKEN SOUP 

*FRUIT SALAD 
& YOGHURT 

*HOT BEVERAGES 
*COLD BEVERAGES 


For 

please call: 


36,* Suitel1 B fjOranjestadi 

(near the main aowtown bus terminal)T^‘ M * M " 
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Luxury Living at an Island Paradise 



i p . !i-rl i 


Full Ownership Condominium 
21 Starting from US$ 350,000 
fid Financing available @c\ 

21 Rental income ^residences 

V *t\ «Ui« (Ilf 4 UU KVS4T 


* P J,Sr 



www.diviarubaresidences.com Call 735 5252 or 735 5300 


FOTH is back in action! 


Pick your winner for the Superbowl and help 
Aruba’s handicapped 



Superbowl Sunday is fast ap¬ 
proaching, and this is the last 
week to purchase a chance to 
win some big bucks, while 
supporting the fundraising ef¬ 
forts of the Friends of the 
Handicapped. 

Begun over 20 years ago, 
a dedicated group of veteran 
island visitors started a foun¬ 
dation to give back to the is¬ 
land that has provided them 
with so many wonderful 
memories over their years. 
Most spend their winters on 
Aruba, and dedicate nearly 
all their time to helping vari¬ 
ous charities working with 
the mentally and physically 
challenged. 

Volunteers consist of: Art 
Stark and his wife Alma, 
Philip Solomon, Sal and 
Maryann La Carruba, Pauline 
Daley, Linda Todman, David 
and Tana Ulmschneider and 
Pat and Marsha Finck, who 
comprise the board, with 
Arubans Anoushka Maduro 
of the Casa Del Mar and 
Marcelino Kock. Volunteers 


Little Olivia picking last 
year’s winner. 

Jean and Huguette Vatei- 
quette of Canada have been 
essential to their success over 
the years, as well. 

One of their core fundrais¬ 
ing efforts is their Superbowl 
lottery boards paying $750 
for correctly choosing the 
winning score, and $250 for a 
reverse score. $20 purchases 
a square, and all proceeds are 
distributed to various worthy 
causes. Board President Art 
Stark reports that sales have 
been a little slow this year, 


and there are still plenty of 
chances to win big. This is 
the last week to buy before 
the game. 

FOTH also conducts a 
number of other events. A 
very special way to show 
your Valentine how much 
you care is to take them to 
the Sweetheart Dinner 
Dance, which will be in 
the Radisson Ballroom on 
Saturday, February 19. A 
very popular event for is¬ 
landers and vacationers to 
mix and mingle, it includes a 
one hour cocktail hour prior 
to a 3-course dinner including 
unlimited wine, with dancing 
to a popular local band. This 
is the evening when they con¬ 
duct their famous raffle draw¬ 
ing, with $2000 cash the 
grand prize, and many other 
valuable items including fine 
jewelry. Raffle tickets are on 
sale for $100 each, and only 
100 tickets are sold. Tickets 
to the Sweetheart’s Dinner 
Dance can be purchased at 
the concierge desk in the 


Radisson Resort, Casino & 
Spa and the executive offices 
of Casa Del Mar. 

Another popular event is 
their fundraising bingo night. 
This is coming up this Friday, 
February 4, in the Renais¬ 
sance Conference Center in 
Oranjestad. There are door 
prizes galore and the final 
grand prize for a full card is a 
whopping 5,000 Aruban 
florins, ($2857.) Prizes start 
at 250 florins and increase 
with each game; there will be 
ten games played. A card 
costs 20 florins, ($12.) Tick¬ 
ets sales will be at the door 
starting at 5:00 PM, the 
games begin at 8:00 PM, 
sharp. 

FOTH conducts a weekly 
raffle drawing for a dinner for 
two kindly donated by The 
French Steakhouse in the 
Manchebo Beach Resort. 
Tickets are only $10 and the 
drawing is every Wednesday 
at 7:30 in the Casa Del Mar 
lobby. 

Friends of the Handi¬ 


capped volunteers can be 
found in the Casa Del Mar 
lobby every day between the 
hours of 10:30 and 11:30 
a.m., in the afternoons from 
2:30 to 3:30 p.m. and in the 
evening from 6:30 to 7:30 
p.m. Several Aruban founda¬ 
tions depend heavily on the 
support of FOTH to continue 
helping those in need, and 
they have donated over one 
million dollars to assist the 
handicapped, over the years. 

A small investment for 
those in need accomplishes a 
great deal as well as offering 
a special reward, whether you 
win or not; volunteers are 
scrupulous in the conduct of 
the contests, and winners 
need not be on island to col¬ 
lect. 

For more information on 
upcoming events and pur¬ 
chasing raffle tickets call Art 
Stark at 567-4102 or 586- 
3273, Linda Todman at 586- 
8569 or Dave at 568-8199. 

By Rosalie Klein 
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Superb New Illusions! 

SEE COMEDY MAGIC 


Grand illusions and Magic, starring Adam Steinfeld 

9 pm NIGHTLY, at the WESTIN RESORT-ARUBA 


IVIagic Live!® theater-of-illusions 
comedy show starring Adam Steinfeld at 
the Westin-aruba, 9 PM nightly, is a full¬ 
evening of grand illusions, comedy & 
magic featuring original never before seen 
stage illusions, "better than excellent, it's 
outstanding," a lot of fun from start to 
finish, laugh out-loud funny, a thrill ride, 
intelligent, sophisticated, unconventional 
grand illusions, that will keep you asking 
how the heck did he do that! 

TWO THUMBS UP! 

GREAT!, FANTASTIC! IVe seen your 
show* 3 times* and I could see you over 
and over again. 

-Yolanda Cellucci, Boston, Mass 

"it's the best magic show, we've ever 
seen...it's a must see!" 

-Leopold family. New York 

THE MUST-SEE SHOW - YOU DON'T WANT TO 
MISS IT! 

AROUND THE WORLD AND BACK 

Adam Steinfeld: f MAGIC LIVE!', from Monte 
Carlo, Hong Kong, Orlando, Miami Beach, Biloxi, 
Boston, San Juan, New York, Aruba to Vegas, it's 
the coolest show in town, taking up where Houdmi 
left off. 1 ' 



IF YOU GO 


SHOWTIME: 9pm nightly, (7 nights per week) 
LOCATION: Westin Resort - Aruba 
THEATER OPENS: 8:30PM 
BOX OFFICE OPENS: 8PM 
STARRING: Adam Steinfeld 
WHAT: Comedy Magic, Grand Illusion show. 
COST: $20.00 (under 15), $35.00 adult 
TICKETS: at the door, Box office, Westin Lobby, 
front desk or all De Palm Tours concierge desks 
^ GROUP SALES: 561-1090 _ 



China star beats Oprah with five min 
microblog fans 


BEIJING (AFP) - Actress 
Yao Chen this weekend be¬ 
came the first Chinese mi¬ 
croblogger with five million 
followers, even more than US 
mega-celeb Oprah Winfrey - 
- underlining the rapid 
growth of the platform in 
China. 

Yao, a popular television 
actress, is the most-followed 
person on the microblog 
service of Chinese portal 
Sina, which is far and away 
China's leader, claiming more 
than 50 million users. 

On Friday the number of 
people following Yao's mus- 
ings on life and celebrity 
ticked past five million, 
prompting Sina to issue a 
statement declaring her the 
"Queen of the microblog". 

Earlier in the week, she 
passed Winfrey's number of 
Twitter followers. The US 
talk show diva had 4,953,914 
followers as of Friday, ac¬ 
cording to Twitter. 

Winfrey is at 10th place on 
the list of most-followed peo¬ 
ple on Twitter, which is offi¬ 
cially blocked in China but 
accessible via proxy server. 



Yao, 31, passed five mil¬ 
lion on Friday afternoon and 
just three hours later she had 
added 10,000 more. 

Sina's statement attributed 
Yao's microblog popularity to 
her candid and self-effacing 
postings on her life. 

China's government 
blocked Twitter in 2009 after 
authorities alleged social-net- 
working services were being 
used to fan ethnic violence in 
mainly Muslim northwestern 
China. 

China's aggressive censors 
block a range of high-profile 
foreign Internet services and 


websites including YouTube, 
Facebook and others. 

However, since the block¬ 
ing of Twitter, several Chi¬ 
nese clones led by Sina have 
filled the void and drawn an 
enthusiastic following from 
China's huge population of 
web users, the world's largest 
at 457 million. 

Users have seized on 
micro-blogging as a new av¬ 
enue for mass expression in a 
country whose Internet and 
other media are tightly con¬ 
trolled by a wary Communist 
Party. 

The number of Twitter 
users is estimated at more 
than 200 million. 

The most-followed person 
on Twitter is pop icon Lady 
Gaga with 7.8 million, while 
US President Barack Obama 
is back in fourth with 6.4 mil¬ 
lion. 

The rest of the Twitter top 
ten is populated by US enter¬ 
tainment personalities such 
as teen pop idol Justin Bieber 
at number two, singer Britney 
Spears at number three, and 
actor Ashton Kutcher at num¬ 
ber five. 


Alcohol-detecting cars could keep 
Drunk Drivers off the road 



Researchers in Massachusetts 
are working on creating tech¬ 
nology that would keep a car 
from starting if the driver is 
drunk. 

The Driver Alcohol Detec¬ 
tion Systems for Safety 
would keep impaired drivers 


off the road by detecting 
their blood alcohol con¬ 
tent through two potential 
methods. It could analyze 
the driver's breath or the 
driver's skin through 
touch-based sensors on 
places like the steering 
wheel or door locks. If it 
detected blood alcohol 
content above the legal 
limit of .08, the vehicle 
would simply not start. 

The concept is similar to 
the alcohol ignition interlock 
systems that are often court- 
ordered for convicted drunk 
drivers, however it would be 
sleeker and less obtrusive. 


FastMac ships power socket equipped 
with USB ports 


At the 2010 Macworld Expo, 
FastMac’s U-Socket earned a 
Best of Show award. A year 
later, the U-Socket is finally 
ready to ship to the public 
and was on display at the 
2011 Macworld Expo show 
floor. 

The U-Socket is a power 
outlet that’s outfitted with a 
pair of USB ports. After it 
was announced last year, 
FastMac had to reconfigure 
the U-Socket so it could be 


able to recharge an iPad. 
Then USB 3.0 started to be¬ 
come fashionable (at least for 
PCs), and FastMac wanted to 
make sure their USB ports 
were 3.0 compliant. 

FastMac is offering two 
models of the U-Socket. 
Model ACE-7169 ($26) is a 
standard wall socket avail¬ 
able in white. The model 
ACE-7702 ($24) is a Decora- 
style socket. 
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Health & Living 


Venezuela 
checks 111 
people for 
cholera after 
travel 

CARACAS,(AFP)- Venezue¬ 
lan Health Minister Eugenia 
Sader said that 111 people 
went to the hospital to be 
checked for cholera, an illness 
they may have picked up at a 
wedding in the Dominican 
Republic. 

Authorities were still try¬ 
ing to locate the rest of the 
452 Venezuelans who traveled 
to the Dominican Republic for 
the January 22 wedding. 

"Our goal is for the 452 
people to receive treatment," 
Sader said in an interview 
with Telesur network. If all 
those people are checked, and 
if necessary treated, then "we 
will not have an epidemic in 
Venezuela," she said. 

Up to now 37 of those 
checked by doctors have con¬ 
firmed cases of cholera, and 
27 have been hospitalized. 

Venezuela has had no 
cholera in a decade, and 
health officials have empha¬ 
sized that it was crucial to 
gain control of the outbreak in 
the first 24 to 48 hours to pre¬ 
vent the imported bacteria 
from becoming established 
here. 

Besides the cholera pa¬ 
tients in Caracas, another 12 
Venezuelans infected with the 
bacteria were still in the Do¬ 
minican Republic and four 
others traveled on to Spain, 
Mexico and the United States. 

Though treatable, the dis¬ 
ease can strike swiftly, caus¬ 
ing intense diarrhea, vomiting 
and nausea that leads to severe 
dehydration and possibly 
death. 

The cholera bacteria was 
believed to have been trans¬ 
mitted in contaminated food 
served at the wedding. 

At Venezuela’s interna¬ 
tional airport, authorities have 
been monitoring the entry of 
passengers, asking them to fill 
out questionnaires. 



Ultimate 

AUTOMOBILES 


Visit us today 




Urban Wheels 

TRUCK OF THE YEAR2011 


Jeep 










Sabana Blanco 35 
Tel: 583-9800 
Fax: 583-9660 
info@iillimaLearucar.com 


Flu epdemic shuts all Moscow schools 


(AFP) - Moscow and two 
other cities shut their schools 
for a week on week-end and 
urged children not to play in 
groups in a bid to stamp out the 
worst flu outbreak to hit central 
Russia in more than a decade. 

The Moscow education de¬ 
partment’s order covered more 
than 1,500 public and private 
elementary schools. 

Education officials said this 


meant that nearly 500,000 chil¬ 
dren would get an unscheduled 
week-long vacation in the first 
such shutdown to strike the 
Russian capital since 1998. 

Moscow’s kindergartens 
would remain open and older 
children would not be affected. 
But officials have issued in¬ 
struction for parents to take 
extra care with younger chil¬ 
dren and avoid spending too 


much time with them in public 
places. 

The instructions were issued 
after schools reported empty 
class rooms in which lessons 
were being taught to just a 
handful of kids at a time. 

Some education officials 
complained that Moscow 
schools were ill equipped to 
fight such outbreaks and that 
there was a general shortage of 


doctors on staff. 

But the city defended itself 
against such criticism and said 
outbreaks occasionally hap¬ 
pened no matter what. 

Officials said that nearly 
92,000 Muscovites are cur¬ 
rently suffering from the flu or 
respiratory infections. More 
than 52,000 of them are chil¬ 
dren — a 42 percent spike on 
previous years’ averages. 


Officials said some 300 
schools had already closed 
their doors across Russia by 
week-end evening.. 

But RIA Novosti said that a 
two-year-old girl had died from 
the respiratory disease in the 
northwestern region of Mur¬ 
mansk and that a Ukrainian na¬ 
tional had died in the central 
Russian city of Volgograd. 
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Exciting and affordable 

surfside dining at * *; ° » 



The stylish new eatery that 
has taken over the Surfside 
area across from the Talk of 
the Town is still evolving; 
since opening in November 
they have been steadily 
completing renovations, 
and now the pool bar is 
open. 

What struck us when we 
first paid a visit to this en¬ 
trancing beach side locale 2 
months ago was the thought 
“Finally, a place worthy of 
the Surfside!” Nikky Beach 
Owner Jan has a very dis¬ 
tinct vision of what he 
wants to offer his patrons; 
an affordable gourmet 



restaurant with a charming, 
congenial ambiance that will 
keep them coming back. 

We sampled three dishes 
that left us mighty impressed, 
beginning with The Nikky 
Japanese Roll, shrimp stuffed 
into thin slices of smoked 
salmon with wasabi aioli. This 
was followed by the Sesame 
Maguro Tartar, marinated fresh 
tuna served with a refreshing 
seaweed salad and an ab¬ 
solutely yummy concoction of 
Chef Paul, a firm, soy flavored 
mousse that perfectly comple¬ 
mented the fish. 

Lamb Chops Acropolis, 
garnished with Tzaaiki sauce, 
provided an innovative twist 
on this favorite dish. The rest 
of the menu is just as inven¬ 
tive, and Jan has imported 
renowned Curagao chef Mai- 
kel de Leur of Papagallo 
Restaurant to add even more 
distinctive dishes to an already 
appealing menu. Very soon, a 
full sushi menu is to be added 
to their inventory as well. 

What will also leave an im¬ 
pression is the reasonably 
priced menu and bar; Jan is 
very sensitive to the needs of 
his devoted local trade as well 
as potentially new friends. A 
fresh grouper platter is only 



Nikky Beach Roll Tuna tartar with seaweed salad 


$17, and you can enjoy a very 
satisfying and stimulating din¬ 
ing experience for an equally 
satisfying price. 

Nikky Beach is taking ad¬ 
vantage of their amazing loca¬ 
tion by punctuating the week¬ 
ends with a variety of enter¬ 
tainment, which makes it a 
great place to watch the sunset 
or relax with friends until well 
after dark. Ernesto Farro, well 
know on Aruba for his mellow 
guitar, is a regular, and they are 
experimenting with a number 
of performers that will make 
an evening even more enjoy¬ 
able. You can check out their 
full menu and upcoming 
events on their website: 
www.nikkybeacharuba.com. 


They are open seven days a 
week, serving brunch, lunch 
and dinner from 10:00 a.m. 
until 10:00 p.m. Reservations 
can be made by calling 582- 
0153 or e-mail reserve@nikky 
beacharuba.com. 

Aruba’s southern shore 
sports a number of waterside 
restaurants sought out for their 
romantic, tropical ambiance. 
Nikky Beach has all the assets 
of many these places, a lovely 
setting and marvelous food. 
One can also end the evening 
fully satisfied by an impressive 
meal that won’t give your wal¬ 
let such a wallop, and it is con¬ 
veniently located on the 
eastern end of Oranjestad, so 
there is no need to travel very 
far; definitely worth a try. 


Learn to do your own 
make-up this Carnaval 



Especially for this Carnaval 
season renowned artist 
Bethyamin van Nieuwen- 
huizen will be visiting Aruba 
to give her special make-up 
course, “Glamour and Fan¬ 
tasy.” 

This course will take place 
on February 6, at ATI A Con¬ 
ference Room from 9 a.m. till 
6 p.m. 

Beth has about 15 years 
already in the field of cosmet¬ 
ics and the art of professional 
make-up. She has worked 
with well known brands such 
as Dior, Revlon, L'Oreal, 
Fashion Fair, Yves St. Lau¬ 
rent, Guerlain and Sisley. 

Under the guidance of 
Jose Cedeno of Miss 
Venezuela she expanded her 
knowledge and went on to 


become an expert in the art of 
Airbrush make-up with the 
cosmetic line Ketts of New 
York. 

After launching her Face- 
book page many inquired the 
possibilities for her to come 
to Aruba and give her course. 

So, to all those interested 
this is the opportunity to learn 
to apply your own make-up 
in a professional way. 

The course will include a 
package of make-up with 
everything you need to do 
your own make-up. 

For more information e- 
mail Bethyamin at 
the .makeup. artist.beth@gmai 
l.com or call the local contact 
at 7439816. One can also 
visit her page on Facebook: 
The Makeup Artist Beth. 



VISIT OUR MODEL SUITES 

Mon - Fri 8:30 A.M - 5:30 P.M. Sat. 10:00 - 2:00 P.M. 


• J.E. Irausquin Boulevard Palm Beach. ARUBA 
HDMENET, Phone: (297) 525.25.25 Fax: (297) 586.96.96 

Real Estate www.acquaruba.oom 






















































Monday, January 31, 2011 


THE MORNING NEWS 


9 



COUPLE 


PER 


YOU 


YOURSELF 


WHEN 


CALL 


IN 


<3 


m 


arubuadventures 


com 
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- Dinner under the stars and $1 $2 and $3 Bar 

j^ou can't 




/“ Pinner under the stars then go 
1,«» native as we take you 
to our secret watering holes 
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www.arubaodventures.com 



Main Events 2011 


MON,. JAN 31 PRE-FINALS CALYPSO & ROADMARCH 
7:30 P.M. CONTEST 2011 

place: Joe Laveist Sportpark in San Nic. 


FRI. FEBR 4 ARUBA’S 17TH MRS. CARNAVAL 

7:30 P.M. ELECTION 

Place: Aruba entertainment Center 


SAT. FEBR 5 
7:30 P.M. 


GRAND FINAL CALYPSO & ROADMARCH 
CONTEST 2011 

place; Joe Laveist Sportpark in San Nic. 


SUN FEB 6 SOCA DANCE CONTEST / CARNAVAL 
BOAT PARADE 


SAT Feb 12. RUBA’S 36TH children queen and 
7 P.M. 48TH YOUTH QUEEN ELECTION 

place:: aruba entertainment center 

SUN. FEB. 13 YOUTH PARADE - O’stad 

FLIP FLOP CARNAVAL BEACH FESTIVAL 

PLACE” THE VILLAGE 




Wanna have a happy and Fun Day 
at you FAVORITE beach 
FOR only $35,- A day 
You choose the beach 
Will pick you upl 




Specialty deigned for 
handicapped accessibility. 



C 568-4787/593-0812 

palm beach 472 
Must make Reservations! 
adapted happywh eel sfhot ma i l,co m 
www.adapteda ruba ;waj u ,co m. ve 


It was grey skies and sunny 
smiles for the Parada di Blaas 
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CO MICS 



CALVIN and HOBBES 



CROSSWORD 



CROSSWORD 


CRYPTIC 


FREE Coverage on our website: 
www.themorningnewsaruba.com 


British-style or Cryptic Crosswords are a great challenge for crossword fans. Each clue contains either a def¬ 
inition or direct reference to the answer as well as a play on words.The numbers in parentheses indicate the 
number of letters in the answer word or words. 


ACROSS 

1. Bit of cigarette ash in 
dough (4) 

3. Starts using drastic 
reductions (10) 

9. Thinnest missile lodged in 
bird's home (9) 

11. Foul swine showing 
strength (5) 

12. Reject polish again (61 

13. Looked for expression of 
disgust in drunkard (6) 

16. Translated words meant 
"with the flow" (10) 

18. Instrument with circle 
and arc, we hear (4) 

20. Shape one hundred and 
one (4) 

21. Fling rider off, sweetheart 
( 10 ) 

23. Leaving ex-duos out (6) 

24. Elf in Spanish ceremony 

( 6 ) 

28. Upset about loud gun (5) 

29. One comic strip 
character's states of 
chaos(9) 

30. Strange hotel suite has 
dark outline (10) 

31. The last piece of turkey is 
for those guys (4) 


DOWN 

1. Disagree with shrink about 
Diana (10) 

2. Variety of brush! (5) 

4. Piano Elvis used in part for 
Christmas song (4) 

5. Share with friend in a sane 
manner (10) 

6. Make wise man some medicine 

( 6 ) 

7. Lawman has jailbird's chart (9) 

8. Scatters pigs (4) 

10. Loop a fish, clumsy (6) 

14. A cryptic clue trait is being 
good with words (10) 


15. Sewers--clever in an 
unnecessary way (10) 

17. Wild underflow is terrific (9) 
19. Subject includes river from 
a steamy region (6) 

22. Punk looted Ohio city (6) 

25. Rainbow hue, at first, from 
Cork or Kerry (5) 

26. War god makes the sound of 
a ram (4) 

27. Streetcar coming up to 
shopping area (4) 




DRUG STORES OPEN AFTER HOURS 


January 29 - February 5 


Paradera: “Botica Paradera”; S.N.: “Botica Seroe Pretu” 


Center for Hemodialysis 

Posada Clinic Aruba 
Tel.580-2840/Pager 127-2446 

INFORMATION 

Telephone 118 

Twelve Step Meetings 

24 hours helpline 583-8989 

Fellowship Clinic S.N. 

Free treatment of 
Alcoholism 
and Drug Addiction 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Tel. 584-5440 

SOS TELEAYUDO SOS 

Telephone Helpline 
583-1190 

Mon.-Thu. 9 p.m.-12 midn. 
Fri.-Sun. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 

CAS MARIE 

Alzheimer’s Day 
Care Center 
Tel: 5696910 


Important 

Telephone 

Numbers 


HOSPITAL 



Horacio Oduber Hospital 
Tel .587-4300 

EMERGENCY 


Telephone 911 

POLICE HDQS 

Telephone 100 


TAXI 

C.V. TAS 

587-1998, 587-5900 
In Oranjestad: 

Tel. 582-2116, 582-1604 

582-5447 

In San Nicolas 

Tel. 584-5160, 584-6602 

professional taxi services 

Tel. 588-0035 

At Anon Meetings 

Mondays 6-7pm 
Sabana Liber 8 in Noord 
Tel: 5673356/5838989 


Sudoku 
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Complete the grid so that every 
row and every column contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 
A number is Never repeated 
in a row or column. 

In addition every rectangle must 
contain the numbers 1 through 9 
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Pon't leave the island 
without trying 
the best native &&Q! 


Eat the best 
for less than 

$ 10 ,- 

at the end of the mainstreet in 
Oranjestad 



RIBS-CHICKFN 

STEAK-FISH 

CH0RIZ0 

Phowe: 5824410* 



Bring this Ad and 
get* a 

Free 

Soda 
with 
your 
meal 


Finance 


BRIEFS: 

Alpha to buy Massey in $8.5 bln coal tie-up: 

NEW YORK (AFP) - Alpha Natural Resources announced plans 
Saturday to buy Massey Energy Company for $8.5 billion, in a 
tie-up of two giant US coal producers. 

The deal approved by the boards of both firms places a value of 
$69.33 per share of Massey common stock, valuing the group at 
$8.5 billion, and would be a 21-percent premium to Massey’s 
current share price. 

After completion, Alpha would own 54 percent of the combined 
firm and Massey stockholders 46 percent. The deal still requires 
shareholder and regulatory clearance. 

Comcast finalizes deal for NBCUniversal: 

NEW YORK (AFP) - Comcast Corp. said it finalized a deal for 
control of NBCUniversal, creating a media and entertainment 
empire that rivals that of The Walt Disney Company. 

The deal gives cable giant Comcast a controlling 51-percent 
stake in the media-entertainment powerhouse, while US con¬ 
glomerate General Electric retains 49 percent. 

Comcast is the largest cable television operator and high-speed 
Internet provider in the United States while NBCUniversal has 
a vast array of news, movie and television properties. 

The deal was announced in December 2009 with the transaction 
valued at $30 billion at the time. 

No solution in sight for Argentine grain strike: 

BUENOS AIRES (AFP) - A strike involving thousands of work¬ 
ers that has paralyzed operations at Argentina’s main soy and 
grain export harbor dragged into its fourth day with no resolution 
in sight. Guilds representing truck drivers, stevedores and other 
port workers launched the open-ended demonstrations demand¬ 
ing a minimum monthly wage at a major port near the industrial 
hub of Rosario. 

Argentina, one of the world’s largest food producers, is the third 
largest exporter of soybeans, second for corn and fourth for 
wheat. Total Argentine exports of grains, derivatives, oils and 
biodiesel last year were worth over 20 billion dollars, more than 
one third of the country’s total exports. 

British finance minister warns of 'turmoil': 

LONDON (AFP) - British finance minister George Osborne in¬ 
sisted he would resist pressure to drop his deficit reduction plan, 
saying to abandon it would unleash ’’financial turmoil” within 
minutes. 

Osborne said he did not like having to raise taxes and slash 
spending, but said the measures were necessary to give Britain 
financial stability as he bids to rein in the massive budget deficit 
and pay off the country's debts. 

Speaking from the World Economic Forum gathering of the 
global business and political elite taking place in Davos, Switzer¬ 
land, the chancellor of the Exchequer made the comments to 
BBC television. 


FOR SALE 


BMW 520 i 

Year 2000 
Automatic 
For info call 
5643713 or 
6607469 


Creating A Customer Before Your Competition! 



In all of my 35 companies, I 
created ways to be in touch 
with my customers con¬ 
stantly. . .at least once a month. 
With the advent of the Internet, 
I was able to communicate 
with them on a weekly basis 
simply by pushing a button. 

One of the companies I 
owned insured over 600,000 
nurses for malpractice insur¬ 
ance. I bought my first com¬ 
puter in 1974 from a company 
called Nixdorf to manage and 
market to these nurses. 

Anyway, the reason I’m 
mentioning this now is that I 
struggled for a few years trying 
to figure out a way to get to my 
potential customers before my 
competition. That’s when I hit 
on an idea. Every student 
Nurse has to take a course 
called “Legal Aspects of Nurs¬ 
ing” in their senior year. When 
I interviewed a few of the in¬ 
structors, I found a way to help 


them, and also a way to be in 
front of my potential market 
on a weekly basis. 

I created a ’’Malpractice 
Case of the Week” in which I 
would outline a real case in 
Malpractice, then list three 
questions for the students to 
answer for the Instructor. In 
essence I was doing the work 
of the instructor. 

The most important part 
of this was that it gave me the 
opportunity to be in front of 
my potential customer before 
my competition. 

I also was able to get from 
each school, the graduation 
date of the student. Approx¬ 
imately three months before 
graduation I sent an email 
once a week, alerting them to 
the fact that when they grad¬ 
uate, we would be sending 
them an application for en¬ 
rolling in our malpractice in¬ 
surance. I also explained the 
many benefits they would re¬ 
ceive from us when they be¬ 
came our customer. 

Think of the many ways 
in which you can get to stu¬ 
dents to promote your com¬ 
pany and products. 

If you are in the auto 
products business, you can 
give a talk to the students be¬ 
fore they get their drivers li¬ 
censes, and create a data base 
to be in touch with them con¬ 


stantly before their birthday. 

If you are a florist, you can 
speak to seniors about the 
health benefits of flowers 
and/or other products. 

If you are in the insurance 
business, you can set up a talk 
with high school seniors, be¬ 
fore they take their driver’s li¬ 
cense, and communicate with 
them via email before they 
take their drivers test, and let 
them know about the products 
you offer. 

What I’m saying here, is 
that you should think of meth¬ 
ods and ways to get to your fu¬ 
ture customer before they need 
your services, and to create a 
bond with them, so that when 
they need your product or serv¬ 
ice, you will be first in their 
mind. 

E Book: 

10 Marketing Mistakes That 
Steal Your Cash” at: www.ken- 
varga.com 

For additional marketing tips, 
go to: 

www.kenvarga.com/aru.html 
To submit questions to Ken, 
send an email to: 
ken@kenvarga.com 
To Visit Ken’s blog, go to: 
www.kenvarga.com/news 

To your success , 

Ken Varga 

Ph: 888-682-2596 - 

Fax: 888-682-2597 


Davos political leaders struggle to advance 
agenda 



DAVOS, Switzerland (AFP) 
- Global business leaders 
headed home from Davos 
after a week in which were 
courted by politicians seek¬ 
ing plans to deal with debt, 
food scarcity, climate change 
and revolt on the Arab street. 

The world economy may 
be steering itself cautiously 
out of the doldrums, but lead¬ 
ers have struggled to agree 
remedies to the key threats on 
the agenda at the annual 
World Economic Forum's 


elite annual networking 
event. 

"Let me highlight the one 
resource that is scarcest of 
all: time,” said UN Secretary 
General Ban Ki-moon, as 
dozens of senior international 
figures swung by to lobby 
some of the richest and most 
powerful people on the 
planet. 

Ban was specifically talk¬ 
ing about the battle to halt cli¬ 
mate change, but he could 
just have easily be addressing 
stalled world trade talks, Eu¬ 
rope's debt crisis, Chinese 
asset-price inflation or soar¬ 
ing world food prices. 

There was no lack of good 
will in Davos, the self-select¬ 
ing group that makes the an¬ 
nual pilgrimage up the 
mountain to this snowbound 
resort is largely sold on the 
virtues of a globalised econ¬ 


omy and multilateral cooper¬ 
ation. 

But many of the debates at 
this year's event were pes¬ 
simistic in tone, and the polit¬ 
ical guests sometimes 
appeared caught flat-footed 
by shock events far beyond 
the Davos Congress Centre. 


YESTERDAY’S 
Crossword Answer 



iirmarwroi 


ESS 13000 0000 

11000000 oaoEi 


isos 00000000 

I0OD 0000 000 
ISSS OHO0 BSS 
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Slowly but surely, 
Bordeaux vineyards 
go organic 



Bottles of Chateau Guiraud 
wine are seen in this recent 
photo, taken in Sauternes, 
south of Bordeaux. 

BORDEAUX, France (AFP) 
- Two historical Bordeaux 
wine estates have gone green, 
breaking a long resistance to 
organic viticulture amongst 
the region's elite producers. 

As in other world-class re¬ 
gions, an organic approach is 
a weapon in their battle for 
sustainability. 

"Still in 2011, there are 
people who do not trust in the 
fact that it is possible to grow 
organic in Bordeaux," said 
Jean Michel Comme, man¬ 
ager of the 80-hectare (200- 
acre) Chateau Pontet Canet in 
Pauillac. 

"As soon as the total estate 
was organic and biodynamic, 
we aimed for a certification 
as a way to prove that we 
were sincere in our project." 

"This is a return to viticul¬ 
ture in the right direction," 
added Xavier Planty, co¬ 
owner and director of the 
first-growth 100-hectare 

Chateau Guiraud estate, re¬ 
cently certified organic. 

Wine made from organi¬ 
cally grown grapes is gener¬ 
ally defined as made without 
using any synthetic fertiliz¬ 
ers, weed killers or insecti¬ 
cides. 

"But organic viticulture is 
just one step, and it only has 
meaning if you work the rest 
of sustainability," said Planty. 


Naysayers have long ar¬ 
gued that while Bordeaux's 
location on the 45th paral¬ 
lel in southwest France cre¬ 
ates ideal conditions for 
Cabernet and Merlot, it's 
also a happy spot for rot, 
mildew and voracious in¬ 
sects like grapevine moth 
that can destroy quality, 
yields and ultimately prof¬ 
its. 

"We have to put an end 
to this idea that everyone is 
beautiful and nature is beau¬ 
tiful," said Muriel Barthe, 
technical director at Bor¬ 
deaux's wine council. "We 
have to fight against aggres¬ 
sors. It's a constant battle." 

Organic grape growers use 
copper — a traditional method 
— for fighting mildew, but 
Barthe nixes that as an option 
for Bordeaux. 

"Copper is a heavy metal 
and we know it's toxic for the 
soil," she said. "We are not 
going to go backwards." 

As of 2010, 343 wine es¬ 
tates in the Gironde, where 
Bordeaux appellations domi¬ 
nate, practice organic viticul¬ 
ture. Some 2,250 hectares are 
in conversion and 1,836 
hectares are already certified. 
More could be on the horizon. 

Fast year, Bordeaux's 
wine council began a pilot 
sustainability program with 
25 winegrowers, coopera¬ 
tives and negociants with the 
objective of achieving ISO 
14001 certification. One year 
later, they have 250 new can¬ 
didates. 

"It’ll go fast," predicted 
Barthe. 

Frontrunners such as 
Planty and Comme show ev¬ 
idence that low yields and a 
holistic approach allows 
them to avoid using low lev¬ 
els of copper, and eliminate 
the pesticides that could en¬ 
danger workers' health. 



* H&ppy Hour 

Daily entertainmen i— — — — 7 30 p m 
live belly dance l pr.ce 

Sl®> 


fjpjeeAe dfy 


Bring this coupon and get 
[F R EE SANGRIA with youl 
dinner 


Palm Beach Plaza Malt 586 


Gold Coast Aruba: This is 
the time to invest 



Managers of Gold Coast 
Aruba, the island’s newest and 
most innovative gated commu¬ 
nity, report that sales are pick¬ 
ing up nicely as the global 
economy begins to recover and 
those with a bit of disposal in¬ 
come are looking to invest in a 
sure thing. Gold Coast Direct¬ 
ing Manager Fito Croes has 
noticed a surprising percentage 
of owners are barely using the 
villas or town homes they pur¬ 
chase, but taking advantage of 
Gold Coast’s rental services to 
turn their investment into 
ready income. 

“The greater portion of 
home owners are using their 
“home away from home” in 
Aruba to escape the winter 
months, or spend holidays with 
the family on the island,” he 
remarked, “but I am gratified 
by how many are buying be¬ 
cause they felt secure with real 
estate investment on Aruba. 
They really study the history 
and economy of the island and 


are impressed with the political 
stability and continually in¬ 
creasing value of prime loca¬ 
tions. Gold Coast is in the 
heart of Malmok, considered 
Aruba’s most exclusive com¬ 
munity; in this area, the value 
of properties has only in¬ 
creased over time. It is minutes 
to the best beaches and all the 
action, and yet offers a quiet 
and secluded getaway; we are 
very pleased by the response to 
our concept.” 

Fito, with his sister Mayrin 
and brother Rudy run Cas Bon, 
which has been constructing 
homes and building develop¬ 
ments for all budgets for nearly 
twenty years. “Gold Coast 
Aruba is the jewel in our 
crown,” observes Fito. “We 
were very excited about this 
project; the scope and ameni¬ 
ties. We talked to countless is¬ 
land visitors to find out what 
they would really want in a 
permanent residence on Amba, 
and took from there.” 

Input from frequent vaca¬ 
tioners who dreamed of their 
own home in Aruba will even¬ 
tually be a community of 260 


town homes, villas and condo¬ 
miniums with a stunning club¬ 
house complemented by two 
additional pools decks, one of 
which has been open for a 
year, the other will be ready for 
the holidays 2010. They expect 
the clubhouse to be ready for 
the community with a workout 
room and spectacular facilities 
by the end of 2011. It will also 
house a restaurant and mini¬ 
market. 

Owners who purchased 
upon the groundbreaking only 


a few short years ago, are al¬ 
ready enjoying a nearly 50% 
appreciation on their invest¬ 
ment, particularly those taking 
advantage of the management 
association’s rental service, 
There is always a great demand 
for Aruba and facilities such as 
those at Gold Coast, making it 
easy for some owners to earn 
their mortgage payments or 
others to see an immediate re¬ 


turn on their investment. 

The design of the structures 
is open, airy and spacious, 
fully deploying the island en¬ 
vironment, with the finest 


quality constmction and finish¬ 
ing available. Partnering with 
two of Amba’s top providers of 
kitchens and bathrooms en¬ 
ables developers to offer cus¬ 
tom options for clients, so 
buyers can individualize their 
homes. An elegant and chic 
standard package is available, 
or island designers will assist 
owners in finishing the decor 
to their specific tastes. 

There are many aspects to 
purchasing property; not the 
least is the future value of the 
investment. To further enhance 
this, Gold Coast managers 
have inaugurated a number of 
in-house services and are now 
negotiating with Interval Inter¬ 
national to provide a huge in¬ 
ternational pool for investors 
to tap for renters either short or 
long term. Property exchange 
for a vacation in another desti¬ 
nation will also be available. 
Gold Coast’s own rental serv¬ 
ices have also proven highly 
successful in assisting owners 
in renting their villas; 24-hour 
security and maintenance serv¬ 
ices also tip the scales when it 
is time to make a decision. 
Aside from all this, housekeep¬ 
ing, babysitting and catering 
services are also available for 
community members as well 
as airport pick-up and drop-off 
and pre-shopping services so 
cupboards and refrigerators are 
stocked upon arrival, which 
can all be arranged through 
their home management de¬ 
partment. 


Visit their website: 
www.goldcoastaruba.com for 
more details and availability or 
call 586-2200 to arrange a per¬ 
sonal tour. 
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■oAins seeks thfe 'devil' 

inside, in new film 


* 


Souvenir condoms rolled out for UK royal 

wedding 


LONDON (AFP) - While 
Britain has a public holiday to 
celebrate Prince William's 
wedding, one company is tak¬ 
ing the party one step further 
with souvenir condoms that 
urge lovers to "lie back and 


think of England". 

Crown Jewels Condoms of 
Distinction is producing special 
celebration packs that bear the 
slogan: "Like a royal wedding, 
intercourse with a loved one is 
an unforgettable occasion". 

All manner of predictable 
unofficial souvenirs such as tea 
towels, chinaware and post¬ 
cards have been rushed out by 
manufacturers, with condoms 
now joining the ranks. 

Presented in regal-looking 
purple and gold, each pack 
bears a picture of the couple 
gazing into each other's eyes, 
saying it contains a "triumvi¬ 
rate of regal prophylactics", 
which are "lavishly lubed" and 
"regally ribbed". 


"England boasts some of the 
finest lovemaking in the world, 
with a tradition of coitus going 
back generations," lovers are 
told. 

"Combining the strength of 
a prince with the yielding sen¬ 
sitivity of a princess-to-be, 
Crown Jewels condoms prom¬ 
ise a royal union of pleasure." 

The manufacturers stress 
that they are not supplied to or 
approved by William, his fi¬ 
ancee or the royal family. 

Ingrid Seward, editor of the 
royal-watching Majesty maga¬ 
zine, told The Sun newspaper: 
"This is completely tasteless 
and really rather hurtful.” 

Buckingham Palace de¬ 
clined to comment. 


Sundance film pays tribute to hip hop 
emperors 


L-R: Jarobi White, Q-Tip, Phife Dawg, AM Shaheed Muham¬ 
mad and Consequence of A Tribe Called Quest perform in 
2007. 


PARK CITY, Utah (AFP) - 
They were the "Rolling Stones 
of hip hop" in the 1990s, before 
breaking up in 1998 — but now 
the story of "A Tribe Called 
Quest" is being told, at the Sun¬ 
dance Film festival. 

"Beats, Rhymes and Life: 
The Travels of A Tribe Called 
Quest," by US actor-turned- 
filmmaker Michael Rapaport is 
in competition at the presti¬ 
gious independent film festival, 
which closes this week-end. 

The band's five albums all 
went either gold or platinum, 
and its four members — all 
from the Queens borough of 
New York — are credited with 
revolutionizing hip hop. 

They notably brought jazz 
influences into hip hop, and 
broached social problems in 
their lyrics. 

"I've always been a fan," 
said Rapaport, a blond-haired 
American who notably played 
Denny in Woody Allen's crime 


comedy "Small Time Crooks," 
and has been in the TV series 
"Prison Break." 

The idea came to him in 
2006, when he saw them per¬ 
form — despite their split after 
their last album "The Love 
Movement" in 1998, they have 
reunited for a number of gigs 
over the last decade. 

"I saw them perform, and I 
had such a great time, the envi¬ 
ronment was so happy, I was 
just: 'I want to make a movie 
about those guys,"' he told AFP. 

After an initial segment 
which focuses on the music, 
the documentary explores the 
reasons for the separation of 
band members Q-Tip, Phife 
Dawg, Ali Shaheed Mo¬ 
hammed and Jarobi White. 

On more than one occasion 
the filmmaker found himself in 
the middle of rows in corridors 
— including one memorable 
one in San Francisco — which 
throw a harsh light on the bit¬ 


terness and frustrations of the 
childhood friends. 

The band members weren't 
always totally comfortable 
with the camera. "Sometimes 
they forgot, sometimes they 
were not happy with it, they 
were concerned, I don't think 
they wanted to be over the top, 
they were protective. 

"But ultimately they gave 
me the trust that I needed to 
have the material to tell the 
story that had to be told." 

Despite veering towards in¬ 
trospection, the film does not 
neglect the music, asking mu¬ 
sicians including DJ Red Alert, 
the Jungle Brothers, Busta 
Rhymes, De La Soul, the 
Beastie Boys and Kanye West 
to comment on the band's influ¬ 
ence. 

"The music was fun, soul¬ 
ful, conscious, there was a 
message in it. It was never 
preachy. It has humor and the 
beat is amazing. The substance 
and the depth of the music is 
what makes it unique," said 
Rapaport. 

"A Tribe Called Quest 
means the same thing to people 
that like hip hop as the Rolling 
Stones or the Doors mean to 
people that like rock and roll. If 
you grew up with this music, 
they're as precious as those 
groups are." 

"I think they are so close. 
They spend so much time to¬ 
gether and they are married to 
A tribe called quest. There's no 
way to escape that. There's no 
divorce in it." 






LOS ANGELES (AFP) - 
British actor Anthony Hopkins 
gets to battle with the devil in 
his latest movie, a film in 
which he plays a possessed 
priest - but insists it's good to 
face up to one's inner demons. 

In "The Rite" the veteran 
star plays Father Lucas, tasked 
with teaching a young US 
priest studying exorcism in 
Rome about Good and Evil — 
but who ends up needing the 
devil cast out of himself. 

The film, which opened in 
the United States on week-end, 
is based on the book "The 
Making of a Modern Exorcist" 
by American author Matt 
Baglio, and is directed by 
Mikael Hafstrom. 

"It was not the exorcism it¬ 
self that drew me to it. You 
don't make films about sub¬ 
jects, you make films about 
characters. It's a coming-of- 
age story about finding your¬ 
self, finding your way in life," 
Hafstrom said. 

Seventy-three year-old 
Hopkins, whose past thriller 
roles include notably Dr. Han¬ 
nibal Lecter in "The Silence of 
the Lambs," said he read a lot 
of books to prepare for the 
clerical role. 

"I wanted to make this 
priest a real human being, in 


part by making him impatient 
and irascible. I didn't want to 
play him as a soft kind of one¬ 
dimensional man," he told re¬ 
porters at a Beverly Hills hotel. 

His character is initially 
skeptical about the "truth" 
sought by California priest 
Michael Kovac (played by 
Irish actor Colin O'Donoghue), 
who eventually has to save Fa¬ 
ther Lucas in a powerful exor¬ 
cism scene. 

"The power of Michael 
Kovak is that he has a deep 
faith. But he believes in the 
truth. Anything that is ex¬ 
tremely fundamental which 
knows the truth is something to 
be wary of," says Hopkins. 

"That's where the devil re¬ 
sides, I assume." 

Brazilian actress Alice 
Braga, who plays a journalist 
fascinated by exorcism who 
accompanies the young priest 
to Rome, pays tribute to Hop¬ 
kins. 

"He's very generous and 
kind as a man and an actor. I 
learned a lot. He's so passion¬ 
ate and committed. He re¬ 
searched so much and he digs 
into each word he's saying, that 
it's impossible you don't learn 
from it," she said. 

"Looking at him was an act¬ 
ing class. It was a phenomenal 
experience. He changes at 
every take. He never stops 
searching, never stops trying 
something new." 

Hopkins says he prepared 
carefully for the exorcism 
scene. "I spent at least two 
hours a day, sometimes three 
hours a day, depending on how 
much work I had to do, going 
to the lines systematically, over 
and over and over. 

"When you're an actor, it's 
quite a smart move to gather as 
much information as you can, 
so I read a lot of books, and I'm 
still reading," he said. 
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Paul Casey wins inaugural Volvo Clock ticking for 
Champions title supermum Clijsters 



RAFFA (AFP) - Paul Casey 
won the European Tour's in¬ 
augural Volvo Golf Champi¬ 
ons tournament here on 
Sunday to claim his first title 
since 2009. 

The Englishman won by 
one stroke from Peter Hanson 
and Miguel Angel Jimenez 
after a closing 68 for a 20- 
under total of 268. 

Casey was involved in a 


man-to-man fight for 
the title with Sweden's 
Hanson on the Royal 
Golf Club course de¬ 
signed by Europe's win¬ 
ning Ryder Cup captain 
Colin Montgomerie. 

Casey was not con¬ 
sidered by Mont¬ 
gomerie for a spot in the 
Ryder Cup at Celtic 
Manor last year - a de¬ 
cision which came in 
for severe criticism at 
that time. 

Although he did not 
comment when asked 
whether winning on a 
Montgomerie-designed 
course gave him some 
extra satisfaction, his 
smile said it all. 

However, he did mention 
that he might ask for the 
same hotel room - 666 - when 
he comes back to defend his 
title next year. 

"As for the win, I’m ec¬ 
static with that. I found a very 
difficult golf course in the 
end after the wind picked up. 
It was just Peter and I coming 


down the last. He opened the 
door slightly and I still had a 
very difficult up and down. 
I'm just happy I had that op¬ 
portunity and I took it. 

"It really doesn't feel like 
20 months (since his last win) 
because I had the six months 
of injury, and even after com¬ 
ing back, I was sort of re¬ 
building. 

"I've played some very, 
very good golf the latter half 
of last year, and I was disap¬ 
pointed not to win. I just 
wanted to put that right as 
soon as possible." 

The win was worth 
283,330 euros, and he moves 
up to the third place in the 
Race to Dubai list. It also se¬ 
cures him a place in the lim¬ 
ited-field Volvo World 
Matchplay in Finca Cortesin 
in May. 

Spain's Miguel Angel 
Jimenez (67) made a birdie 
on the final hole to set the 
clubhouse target of 19-under 
par, which secured him a 
share of second place with 
Hanson (69). 



Real title bid in tatters after Osasuna defeat 


MADRID (AFP) - Real 
Madrid's title hopes were left 
hanging by a thread after Jose 
Mourinho's side suffered a 
shock 1-0 defeat at relega¬ 
tion-threatened Osasuna on 
Sunday to fall seven points 
behind league leaders 
Barcelona. 

It was Mourinho's second 
league defeat in charge as 
Madrid-born striker Javier 
Camunas scored the decisive 
goal on 62 minutes to seal a 
historic win for Osasuna and 
deal Real's title aspirations a 
hammer blow. 

Even Togalese debutant 
Emmanuel Adebayor, on loan 
from Manchester City, could 
not inspire Real who have 
now dropped 12 points on the 
road and have an uphill task 
to dethrone double champi¬ 
ons Barcelona. 

Barcelona made it a 
record-equalling 15th con¬ 
secutive league win with a 3- 
0 victory at Hercules on 
Saturday to match the long¬ 
standing record of the great 
1960-1961 Real Madrid side. 

Real were under pressure 
to respond and had a star- 


studded substitutes' bench 
with Xabi Alonso, Kaka and 
new signing Adebay or ready 
to be called into action. 

Adebayor joined Real on 
loan from Manchester City 
on Thursday but had to wait 
for his debut with French for¬ 
ward Karim Benzema retain¬ 
ing his place after scoring the 
winning goal in his last two 
matches. 

Osasuna drew 0-0 with 
Real in the corresponding 
fixture last season and squan¬ 
dered the best chance of the 
first half on 32 minutes. 

A ball from the left picked 
out the unmarked Walter Pan- 
diani but the Uruguayan 
glanced his header over the 
crossbar. 

Two minutes later Real 
had their first real sight on 
goal with Benzema collecting 
a Cristiano Ronaldo pass be¬ 
fore fizzing in a low shot that 
goalkeeper Ricardo Lopez 
did well to save at his near 
post. 

Lopez then denied 
Ronaldo with his legs in the 
43rd minute as the two sides 
went into the interval at 0-0. 


Ronaldo, who has scored 
22 out of Real's 48 goals in the 
league, was Madrid's most 
dangerous player in the second 
half, firing one shot just wide 
and then seeing another drive 
blocked at the last minute. 

However, Osasuna were 
ambitious going forward and 
took the lead on 62 minutes 
after a mix-up between Real 
defenders Raul Albiol and 
Ricardo Carvalho. 


Clijsters poses with her 
trophy won at the Aus¬ 
tralian Open 

MELBOURNE (AFP) - Bel¬ 
gian supermum Kim Clijsters 
is going from strength to 
strength in women's tennis, 
but she may be only 18 
months away from retiring for 
the second time. 

Clijsters, 27, claimed her 
fourth Grand Slam win — and 
her third since taking a long 
break to have a baby — when 
she won the Australian Open 
for the first time, beating Li 
Na 3-6, 6-3, 6-3 in the final 
Saturday. 

Known to Australians as 
"Aussie Kim" since her past 
engagement to local star 
Lleyton Hewitt, the affable 
Clijsters said she may retire 
for good after the 2012 Lon¬ 
don Olympics and have a sec¬ 


ond child. 

"I do think this is 
probably my last full 
season that I'll be 
playing. I also would 
like to try and keep 
going until the 
Olympics," Clijsters 
told reporters. 

"I've never played 
the Olympics, which 
is in a year-and-a- 
half s time, or a little 
under a year-and-a- 
half. And then we'll 
see after that." 

The world num¬ 
ber three first started 
playing professional 
tennis as a 14-year- 
old in 1997, and now 
collected 41 singles 
titles and 11 doubles crowns. 

A world number one in 
2003 and the winner of the 
first of three US Opens in 
2005, Clijsters chose to retire 
at the end of 2008 when she 
married US basketballer 
Brian Lynch and gave birth to 
her daughter, Jada. 

But in 2009 she was asked 
to take part in a tournament 
alongside other retired play¬ 
ers to test the new roof on the 
Wimbledon centre court, and 
it was there she realised she 
hadn't finished with the sport. 

Clijsters, who travels with 
a large entourage including 
her husband, daughter and a 
nanny, won five tournaments 
in 2010, the highlight being 
her third US Open when she 
beat Vera Zvonareva in a one¬ 
sided final. 
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24 HP Plasma TV's 


HOME of pong 

tablaof Mba 


All NFL £ College 
Football games shown 


Open Monday - Friday 3:00 p.m./Satorday@12 - Sunday 10:30 a.m. 


NFL tail-gate WQ every Sunday Starting @ 1 0:50 am. 


Veteran Park feels like freshman in 
Japan 



TOKYO (AFP) - Former Los 
Angeles Dodgers pitcher Park 
Chan-Ho said Sunday he has 
plenty to learn as he prepares 
to relaunch his career at 
Japan's Orix Buffaloes. 

"It is a big adventure to 
play baseball in Japan and it 
is a big chance as well. I'm 
excited very much," the 37- 
year-old South Korean vet¬ 
eran told a news conference 


in Osaka where the Pacific 
League club is based. 

"After I played against 
Japan at the World Baseball 
Classic (WBC), I have be¬ 
come increasingly interested 
in Japanese baseball," he was 
quoted as saying by Japanese 
media. 

"I want to learn a lot here," 
said Park, who in 1994 be¬ 
came the first South Korean 


player to join the US Major 
League. 

Japan won the inaugural 
WBC in 2006 when South 
Korea finished third. They re¬ 
tained the title in 2009 by 
beating the Koreans in the 
final. 

"I feel great pleasure and a 
sense of mission at the same 
time. My goal is to win a 
match first and foremost. 
Then I want to set my next 
goal," he said. 

Park has also played for 
the Texas Rangers, San Diego 
Padres, New York Mets, 
Philadelphia Phillies, New 
York Yankees and Pittsburgh 
Pirates. 

The right-hander hurled 
his 124th career win last Oc¬ 
tober with the Pirates to be¬ 
come the most successful 
Asian-born pitcher in US 
Major League history. 

"At the moment, I feel the 
way as I felt when I moved to 
the United States at the age of 
20. What is different is I have 
gained experience," he said. 


Bernie: Jeter skilled enough to play any position 


NEW YORK - Bernie 
Williams patrolled the out¬ 
field for 16 seasons in the 
Bronx, a span during which 
he learned never to doubt 
Derek Jeter's abilities at any¬ 
thing. 

So while thequasi-retired 
Williams wouldn't rule out the 
idea of Jeter eventually mov¬ 


ing to center field — as Yan¬ 
kees general manager Brian 
Cashman said last week — he 
also isn't necessarily holding 
his breath for it to happen. 

"He's a very good athlete," 
Williams said on Saturday, 
hosting an event in New 
Rochelle, N.Y., for Hillside 
Food Outreach. "I'm not in 


any way saying that he's 
going to play center field, but 
I think he probably can play 
any position that he can get 
his mind into — probably not 
catcher. Probably anything 
else, he'd be able to do." 

Cashman created a stir in 
responding to a question at a 
fan event last week in Times 
Square when he said that Jeter 
was more likely to move to 
center field than third base if 
a position switch is required 
during his contract, which 
spans through 2014. 

The GM later clarified his 
remarks, stating that a Jeter 
position switch is not an issue 
the Yankees are currently 
thinking about, but Williams 
said that Jeter would be re¬ 
ceptive if the topic ever needs 
to come up. 



73 Fully furnished apts. Kitchen / Airco / Cable TV 
Free Internet / Library / Swimming Pool / Laundry / Fitness Room 

Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach! Feel free to contact or visit us. 
_ Mon - Fri: 8am-7pm. Sat&Sun: 9am-5pm _ 


Tel: (297) 582-0697 / 583-7484 Fax: 583-5203 


E-mail: quality@setarnet.aw - Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.com 


How much for a SB ticket? 


Super Bowl 2011 Date, Offi¬ 
cial Start Time and Commer¬ 
cials were recently released 
this week. 

The two NFL teams who 
will be fighting for the Super 
Bowl 2011 trophy are already 
revealed as Green Bay Pack¬ 
ers won the NFC Champi¬ 
onship Game against 
Chicago Bears at a score of 
21-14 and Pittsburgh Steelers 
won the AFC Championship 
Game against the New York 
Jets at a score of 24-19. 

Having said that, the two 
teams will face in the upcom¬ 
ing Super Bowl 2011 which 
will be held on the newly 
built Dallas Cowboys Sta¬ 


dium in Arlington, North 
Texas next month on Febru¬ 
ary 6, 2011 which will start at 
6:25 pm Eastern Time. 

Since the biggest football 
event is just two weeks from 
now, Super Bowl 2011 tickets 
are selling like hotcakes. 
Ticket prices range from as 
low as $1,000+ to as high as 
$9,000+ depending on your 
seat location. 

However, NFL said that a 
much cheaper Super Bowl 
2011 tickets can be availed at 
one-third the price of a regu¬ 
lar ticket. 

The cost of this Super 
Bowl 2011 ticket is just $200. 



LOCATED AT THE HOLIDAY INN 


Black Jack, Craps, 3 Card Poker, Caribbean 
Stud Poker, Slots and daily Bingos!!! 

Only Casino in Aruba 
Where dealers stands on Soft 17 

SPORTS BOOK 

No charge or tax on winnings 

Live simulcast of all major tracks 
Highest limits in Aruba 

POKER ROOM 

TOURNAMENTS 

Mondays & Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. $10 
Wednesdays & Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. $25 
Fridays at 7:00 p.m. $50 
Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. Freeze out $150 
Sundays at 7:00 p.m. Freeze out $100 
(Tournaments are subject to charge as 
per Management criteria) 

Lady Luck is waiting for you 
at Excelsior Casino!! 
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Aruba Store Locations: 

Renaissance Mall, Renaissance Marketplace 
Aventura Mall, Palm Beach Plaza Mall 
Phone: (297) 588-9690 

www.sunspecs.net info@sunspecs.net 


Djokovic humbles Murray in Open final 



MELBOURNE (AFP) - 
Novak Djokovic claimed his 
second Grand Slam title at 
the Australian Open Sunday 
with a dominant display 
which shattered Andy Mur¬ 
ray's dream of becoming 
Britain's first male major- 
winner in 75 years. 

The Serbian world number 
three controlled the final on a 
warm Melbourne evening, 
winning 6-4, 6-2, 6-3 for his 
second Australian title, after 
also triumphing in 2008. 

It was the first major final 
without Rafael Nadal or 
Roger Federer for three years, 
as Djokovic proved superior 
to the listless fifth seed. 

"It's been a fantastic tour¬ 


nament for me and I just take 
it that way," Djokovic said. 

"Rafa (Nadal) and Roger 
are the two best players in the 


world. No question about 
that. You can't compare my 
success and Murray's success 
to their success. 


"Certainly, this will give 
me a lot of motivation and 
confidence for the rest of this 
season because to win a 
Grand Slam at the start of the 
season is the best start you 
can ask for." 

But the misfiring Murray 
suffered further heartbreak 
and is now yet to win a set in 
three Grand Slam finals. 

"You always have to try 
and find a way to get back in. 
I thought Novak played un¬ 
believably well tonight," 
Murray said. 

Murray was bidding to be¬ 
come the first British man to 
win a Grand Slam since Fred 
Perry in 1936, and the first 
since Perry to win the Aus¬ 
tralian Open since 1934. 


But he was never in the 
hunt as his game spluttered in 
the second set and Djokovic 
ramped up the pressure to 
seize the final in 2hr 39 min. 

It was Djokovic's second 
successive Grand Slam final 
after losing to Nadal in last 
year's US Open decider. 

Symbolically, the last time 
Djokovic finished runner-up 
at the 2007 US Open, he also 
went on to win the title at the 
Australian Open the follow¬ 
ing year against Frenchman 
Jo-Wilfried Tsonga. 

Djokovic and Murray are 
close friends from their junior 
playing days and it was their 
first meeting at a Grand Slam 
with the Serb now leading 5- 
3 in their matches. 
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